
Sorting Solid Waste
Best Practices for Disposing of Recycling, Organics, and Garbage



How Long Does Trash Last in the Landfill?

 Bananas 

 Paper Bags

 Tin Cans

 Plastic Bottles

 Glass Bottles

 Styrofoam Containers 

 3-4 Weeks

 1 month

 50 years

 200-500 Years

 1-2 Million Years

 Forever



Proper Recycling Techniques

 All recyclable materials should be clean and dry before being recycled

 Tip: If you are concerned about wasting water when cleaning your recyclables, try 

using a damp washcloth to wipe the surface clean of leftover food waste/beverage 

residue

 If your recycling cart is serviced by WVC&R, you can place plastics 1-5 & 7 in 

your cart

 Batteries: WVC&R customers in Single-family dwellings can recycle household 

batteries at home by placing them in a clear, sealed bag and leaving the bag 

on top of their recycling cart

Fun Facts!
 Recycled plastic can be broken down and used to produce fabrics like polyester

 The power saved from recycling a glass bottle can power a 100-watt lightbulb 
for up to 4 hours

 Food, liquid, or grease soiled paper products can’t be recycled, but they can 
be disposed of in an organics cart



Recyclables
Metals

Glass

Paper

Plastics

E-Waste



Senate Bill (SB) 1383

 SB 1383 mandates Organics Recycling Service across the state of California

 The Organics Recycling mandate was implemented on 1/1/2022, which means 

it is important to remember that organic materials (like food waste) are 

considered contaminants if disposed of in the garbage or recycling carts

 Now that Organics Recycling is mandated at your home, lets discuss how to 

properly sort your organic materials



Organics
Food Scraps

Food-Soiled 

Paper

Yard 

Trimmings



Garbage Natural Waste

Plastics

Glass

Other



Important Reminders
 Carts should be placed curbside for service with the lids 

completely closed. Do your best to avoid overfilling your carts

 Keep recyclable and organic materials out of the garbage

 Don’t dispose of hazardous waste in your carts*

 Keep soiled or wet materials out of the recycling container

*For residents serviced by WVC&R, you can dispose of hazardous waste such as batteries, 

paint, syringes and sharps, fluorescent lightbulbs, etc. through the Santa Clara County 

Household Hazardous Waste Program. This program can be contacted at 408.299.7300 or 

visit their website www.hhw.org

http://www.hhw.org/

