
Moreland West Neighborhood Association Meeting 
September 26, 2019, 6:30-8 p.m.  

Moreland Community Center, Multi-Use Room 2  
 

~ Meeting Minutes ~  
 
There were 24 residents in attendance. 
 
The Moreland West Neighborhood Association (MWNA) meeting began with Social Time, 
including member sign-in and a push-pin map where attendees could mark their homes, as a 
fun visual activity. 
 

News & Announcements - 
Amy Cody 

-- Campbell’s State of the City is being held this evening, so we lack representation from 
Campbell. In the future, we’ll try to avoid scheduling our meeting at the same time. 
-- We have 85 members currently on our email list, but want to get the word out to more 
neighbors about our Association.  
-- We have a new website for announcements, agendas and minutes, as well as other 
Neighborhood Association information: www.morelandwestneighborhood.org. (Thanks, Luann!)  
-- The City of Campbell may have funding available for us, and if we are able to source this, we 
plan to get lawn signs stating “Neighborhood Meeting This Week” 
-- We received 10 responses to the MWNA survey distributed at our meeting last May and via 
our email list. Interested parties were invited to attend our recent Steering Committee meeting. 
There were additional survey forms at the sign-in table. 
 
Next Meeting: Nov. 21, 2019 6:30-8pm, Moreland Community Center, Multi-Use Room 2. 
-- This is our Annual Meeting at which we will discuss and adopt of Bylaws and Elect Officers  
-- Moreland School District Superintendent Mary Kay Going will be our featured speaker, giving 
a presentation on the state of the Moreland School District, funding, and issues and strengths in 
the Moreland Community. 
  

http://www.morelandwestneighborhood.org/


Bylaws Update -  
Al Boyden 

Our Neighborhood Association area is comprised roughly of half Campbell, half San Jose city 
jurisdictions.  We are trying to incorporate both into our bylaws as we create them.  Comments 
to the bylaws can be made until November 15, 2019.  (Send comments to Al at 
akboyden@icloud.com). We will vote on them at the November 21 meeting.  The bylaws need 
to cover our organization, our rules, and city rules regarding our conduction of association 
business.  We also need to include what our overarching goals are, and how to make a safe 
neighborhood. Draft bylaws are available on our website (see above).  
 
Our Association is volunteer-run, and we need people to step up into Officer Positions.  
The proposed panel of 2-year positions is: 
President, Vice President - Campbell, Vice President - San Jose, Secretary, and Treasurer. 
 
Our current candidates as announced at the meeting are: 
President: Amy Cody 
Secretary: Diana Lubliner 
Treasurer: Ron Burton or Luann Abrahams 
 
Needed are Vice Presidents for both Campbell and San Jose to assist the President.  The 
annual duties for all positions include 5 General Meetings per year and 5 Executive Board 
meetings per year, so it’s not a huge time commitment. Please let us know if you’re interested! 
 

District 1 Update 
Diana Garcia is a representative for Vice Mayor Chappie Jones and lives in the MWNA area. 
She spoke to us about major issues in our area. As Homelessness is one of the largest issues, 
Vice Mayor Jones is launching a homeless roundtable, which we hope will give residents a 
space to help solve the issue.  His office is planning a meeting of this roundtable and seeking 
residents willing to volunteer a few hours per month for 4-6 months.  If interested, contact Ms. 
Garcia at diana.garcia@sanjoseca.gov.  
 
Visit Vice Mayor Jones’s website at www.sjdistrict1.com for more information about what’s going 
on in District 1 and to sign-up for his newsletter. 
 

San Jose Neighborhoods Commission -  
Gary Cunningham (speaking as an individual)  

Mr. Cunningham described the mission and role of the Neighborhoods Commission.  The 
Commission is developing budget recommendations for the city of San Jose.  They would like to 

mailto:akboyden@icloud.com
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get information from the community, especially in the areas of code enforcement, public safety 
and transportation.  They are also reviewing complaints about parking, abandoned vehicles and 
trash.  Mr. Cunningham plans to seek budget input later this year through a survey distributed 
by the MWNA.  
 

San Jose City Police -  
Officer John Koenig  

Officer Koenig spoke to our group about issues in the area.  Most calls are regarding car 
break-ins -- thieves seem to run a circuit of local malls, starting with parking lots in El Paseo 
(especially the rear lot), then Westgate Mall, and finally Plaza Shopping Center (at the corner of 
Payne and Saratoga.)  They seem to be targeting Teslas, and will often bust out the rear 
window to get inside.  
 
The police also get a lot of calls regarding the homeless, RV parking, and abandoned vehicles. 
They do what they can, but with law changes and red tape and coverage of actual police, it’s a 
large area for four officers.  Koenig recommended we give our input to the city council regarding 
these different topics.  
 
To avoid having your car targeted: park under a light, valuables out of sight.  Keep electronic 
devices in airplane mode, as some criminals are using scanners to see which vehicles have 
devices seeking connections via WiFi, Bluetooth and cellular services. 
 

Santa Clara County Services -  
Supervisor Susan Ellenberg  

Ms. Ellenberg spoke to us regarding her position as a County Supervisor and what this actually 
means.  Our MWNA area is part of County District 4, which she oversees.  There are five total 
County Districts. 
 
She spoke to what County government does and how it works.  Santa Clara County has just 
under 2M residents, spread over five districts.  The County is responsible for providing public 
health services, with the primary outlets being Valley Medical Center, and the newly-added St. 
Louise in Gilroy and O’Connor Hospital.  There are also 15 public health clinics.  Of the County 
budget, about ⅓ goes to healthcare and ⅓ goes to safety.  County funding also provides safety 
net services, senior care, child care/health and low-income services.  The County pays for some 
transit, restaurant inspections and 22K employees across 40 departments. 
 
As our County Supervisor, Ellenberg works on public health integration (bringing St. Louise and 
O’Connor Hospitals into the medical system) and is handling 80+ jail reform measures.  



She named the more fun policy areas she focuses on as early childcare, education and family 
leave, and economic empowerment of families, often in support of women. 
 
Ms. Ellenberg also ran an arts program this year “D4 Arts for All” where, among others, 
Moreland schools Payne Elementary and Easterbrook Discovery School participated by 
submitting artwork to be displayed in the 10th floor of the County offices.  Her office is creating 
an online digital art gallery to keep this project going. 
 
She discussed the 2020 U.S. Census.  They are looking for volunteers, especially in the spring, 
to spread the word about how important it is for residents to be counted, as Census results 
determine federal funding and how the distribution of representatives happens.  
  
The County is working to break the cycle of people going from jail to hospital and back by 
helping to address the mental health crises.  Eighty more intensive psychiatric beds have been 
opened recently to help address the problem.  There is also a mobile crisis response team 
(they’re hoping for 24/7 staffing) to call for people having a non-dangerous criminal crisis. This 
resource enables a proactive response without impacting police. 
 
Find more information and sign-up for Supervisor Ellenberg’s monthly newsletter at 
supervisorellenberg.com 
 

California Legislative Highlights -  
Assemblymember Evan Low  

Our California State Assembly Member for District 28 covers Campell, Cupertino, Saratoga, Los 
Gatos, and western San Jose. His work requires being in Sacramento from Monday through 
Thursday.  
 
He works on a wide variety of issues for our area.  Currently, he is focused on addressing Porch 
Piracy and package theft.  He would like to introduce legislation to create laws to allow more 
specific prosecution of these pirates.  Under current law, if the value of stolen property is under 
$950 it can’t be prosecuted.  
 
Other issues on his agenda relate to cannabis.  This is legal in CA, so there are a number of 
laws in place currently - but he sees the need to study what constitutes a level of impairment 
relating to DUI. 
 
He also supports a bill to have more coordination in higher education when students transfer 
between city college, state university and University of California.  In 1960, the California 
Education Master Plan allowed for free tuition for college students.  Now it is far more costly. 
 



His office is also soliciting opinions related to the proposed Single Use Plastics Ban, which was 
tabled until next session.  
 
Visit his website and sign up to receive updates at https://a28.asmdc.org/. 
 

San Jose Library Services & Community Needs -  
Randall Studstill, Librarian, West Valley Branch Library  

West Valley Library offers a number of programs, usually for kids but also for adults.  They have 
programs for helping women get back into paid employment, as well as English Language 
Learning programs for adults.  The Information Desk and library staff also have electronic book 
support abilities if you ask at the information desk. 
 
Mr. Studstill also solicited our opinions to help the library understand our community better and 
help us improve and flourish.  People offered ideas such as: improvement of safety, better 
library hours, support for a clean community, pride in property, playgrounds with shade, and 
addressing situations regarding street trees (both existing and missing trees). 
 

Community Announcements  
Rapid Response Training -  

Christine Palmieri-Bumgarner 
Rapid Response Training is a program to help support people targeted by ICE.  Human rights 
might be violated, and as community members we can be passive observers using our phones 
or simply witnessing.  If someone is targeted by ICE, they can call a dispatch number to have a 
passive witness join them.  This program has helped reduce ICE activity in the area.  The 
Richmond ICE facility has been closed.  There will be an introductory training session in our 
neighborhood on 10/7/19 at 7pm.  This program is run through Sacred Heart Community 
Center: https://sacredheartcs.org/rapidresponsenetwork/ 
 

Next Meeting:  
November 21, 2019 6:30-8pm in the Moreland Community Center, Multi-Use Room 2. 
 
 
Submitted by Diana Lubliner 
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